
HOW TO MAKE A RAIN BARREL
SLOW IT DOWN, SPREAD IT OUT, SOAK IT IN



WE RECOMMEND READING THROUGH ALL OF THE INSTRUCTIONS 
BEFORE BEGINNING YOUR PROJECT

Rain barrels are fun and easy to make. They can make a frugal and functional addition to your home as well as 

help improve local water quality! Rain barrels slow down runoff and keep it from overwhelming streams in an 

urban environment. You can also direct this runoff back into the earth by watering your plants or garden with 

water from your rain barrel. 

Check out our video on how to make a rain barrel hereand watch our whole playlist on rain barrels for more 

information. If you live in the City of Roanoke, you can get a credit on your Stormwater fee for installing a rain 

barrel on your property. Learn more here.

Follow us on social media:

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest

https://youtu.be/rSpMbY1bSwg
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0MOTB0ApyRw4gfX4LXUM3M8HgZZyJeER
https://www.roanokeva.gov/1845/Planning-Your-Fee-Credit
https://www.facebook.com/roanokestormwater
https://twitter.com/RoanokeStormH2O
https://www.instagram.com/roanoke_stormwater/
https://www.pinterest.com/RoanokeStormH2O/


SUPPLIES

Barrel or Container 
(this is a 60 gal food 

grade barrel) 

ĳó Brass Faucet 

(Quarter Turn)
ĳó Hose Adapter

Waterproof 

Silicone Caulk (any)

15/16 spade bit Window Screen

Notes:
1. Faucet - You can choose the type of closure you prefer, but a quarter turn is generally the easiest to use on a rain barrel. This is amore expensive 

piece, but you want it to be good quality so it will last for many years. This gets the most wear on the barrel. 

2. Hose Adapter - This example was a ĳó x ĳó with two female ends to attach to a hose. If you use an adapter with different dimensions, make sure 

the part that ends up on the outside of the barrel is the ĳó female end so that a hose will attach

3. Caulk - Clear is preferred for aesthetics, but you can use whatever you prefer or have on hand. Make sure it is waterproof and followthe 

instructions on the package. A squeezable tube is the easiest to apply.

4. Drill Bit - You could use a hole saw drill bit or even a forstnerbit if you have one or prefer it, but they tend to be a bit more expensive. 

5. Screen - If you have some scrap lying around from repairing a window, it is a great way to use the spare. You donõt need very much so look for the 

small repair kits, they are generally the most affordable and still have enough screen to cover the barrel. 



TOOLS

OPTIONAL

Drill Paper Towels/ Rag

Channellocks Caulk Gun

(27mm) ıó Ratchet


